
 
 
 

VERNON ISLAND, NORTH SOUND, ANTIGUA 

US$1,500,000 

AN OPPORTUNITY TO BUY A PRIVATE ISLAND EITHER FOR PERSONAL 
USE OR FOR DEVELOPMENT INTO AN ECO-RESORT. 

 
 

 
Vernon Island is located in the centre of Antigua's North East Marine 
Management Area (NEMMA) with protected islands, coral reefs, fishing and 
water sports zones making it ideal for an eco-tourism resort comprising 
anything and everything from traditional Antiguan 'chattel' houses to glamping 
(glamorous camping) yurts and tents. 

 
The NEMMA Report identifies the area as a … multiple use (yachting, fishing, 
tourism, conservation, recreation) protected area that maintains and 
enhances the natural beauty and unique biodiversity of the area, both 
terrestrial and marine… 



Within the immediate area there are opportunities for snorkeling, reef diving, 
swimming with stingrays and turtles, responsible fishing, kayaking, kite surfing 
and sailing plus tours to nearby islands where important wildlife exists including 
the critically endangered Antiguan racer snake (Alsophis antiguae), the 
hawksbill turtle (Eretmochelys imbricata) and the vulnerable West Indian 
whistling duck (Dendrocygna arborea). Some offshore islands are considered 
to be the last retreat for species that formerly existed in abundance on 
mainland Antigua especially the Brown Pelican, Red Billed Tropicbird, the 
Brown Noddy, West Indian Whistling Duck and several species of terns. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Between March and November, the turtle breeding season, Hawksbill, Green 
and Leatherback Turtles, come ashore to lay their eggs each year around the 
islands and can be seen laying their eggs on the beaches and, later, the 
hatchling scuttling into the sea. 

Research shows that global interest in ecotourism (which was defined by The 
International Ecotourism Society as “responsible travel to natural areas that 
conserves the environment and improves the welfare of local people”) has 
grown rapidly in recent years and, with the outbreak of Covid-19, more and 
more people are looking not just to more environmentally friendly holidays but 
also holidays in which 'social distancing' and low density is the norm. 

 



According to a Travel Trends & Statistics report by the Centre for Responsible 
Travel, 21% of consumers say they would be willing to pay more for a trip with 
a company that has a better environmental and social record. 

A report by The Travel Foundation found that 66% of travelers surveyed would 
like to be able to identify a “greener” holiday more easily. And 84% of those 
working in travel PR/marketing see “green” credentials becoming increasingly 
important in the near future. 

CHATTEL HOUSE GLAMPING 
Being an island without access to mains water and electricity and which can only 
be reached by boat, a resort would be, of necessity, 'green' with Solar-powered 
energy, rainwater collection and sustainable initiatives to help keep the carbon 
footprint light. It would also make visitors more aware of the fragile environment. 

ILLUSTRATIVE PICTURES 

 



Much of the early history of Antigua is visible in the nearby town of Parham 
which incorporates the dock from which Vernon Island is accessed.   In the 
early 1700s, Parham was Antigua's original capital and its main commercial 
port. There are a number of historic buildings, most particularly its beautiful 
church. St. Peter's is an architectural masterpiece, quite an unusual design to 
be found outside of Europe, being octagonal with its facade richly decorated in 
stucco and keystone work and featuring a ribbed wooden ceiling which is 
reputed to be the framework of a slave ship. 

 

 
The international airport is about 15 minutes drive from Parham and the current 
capital, St John's, is about the same distance and where well stocked 
supermarkets with full ranges of international products can be found along with 
bars, restaurants, night clubs and every kind of general purpose shop. 

 
The World Heritage site of Nelson's Dockyard, the world's only working 
Georgian dockyard, is located on the south of Antigua, less than half an hour's 
drive away. Not far from Vernon island is the 1650s Betty's Hope open air 
museum and visitor centre comprising a partially restored sugar mill and 
ancillary buildings. 

 

NELSON'S DOCKYARD ENTRANCE BETTY'S HOPE 



Vernon Island comprises 22 acres of virtually untouched habitat with lush 
vegetation, mangrove foreshore as well as some pristine beaches. Also to the 
south west of the island there are some salt marshes which play an important 
part in the aquatic food web. It may be possible to erect some raised walkways 
through the mangroves and salt marsh. 

 
Away from the shoreline, the land is relatively flat, mainly covered in scrub and 
small trees and easily developed whilst providing individual units privacy and 
seclusion. There are also several locations for communal areas, offices, bar 
and restaurant. There is a formal residential property on the island which may 
provide the basic structure for the communal areas. 

 
Whilst there are no sandy beaches, there are several areas where the water 
can be accessed for swimming. It would be necessary to build a small dock to 
allow boats to land visitors and supplies to the island. It would not be viable to 
build a road to Vernon Island. 

 
To the south and south west of the island there is a large area of tidal salt flats 
surrounded by mangroves which have been largely untouched for generations. 

 
With the government of Antigua & Barbuda actively promoting tourism and, 
with the current emphasis on eco-tourism, a sympathetic scheme would be 
welcome and encouraged. Planning procedures in Antigua are non-onerous 
and consents are received quite quickly. 

 
There are tax concessions available to tourism investors and developers 
through the Tourism and Business Incentives Act, 2013 which provides for a 
wide range of incentives in the areas of the tourism industry and other business 
activities for companies investing over ECD100,000,000. The main tax 
incentives of the act provide total or partial exemption from the following taxes - 
Property tax, Stamp duty and Income tax withholdings. Other provisions give 
relief from ABST (sales tax) and import duties. 

 
Vernon Island is a rare opportunity and is being offered at an attractive price to 
encourage a quick sale. 

 
To view Vernon Island or for more information, contact the owner's agents, 
Richard Watson & Company www.richardwatsonco.com +1 268 788 4433 e-
mail - john@richardwatsonco.com 

 
 

PRICE US$1,500,000 

http://www.richardwatsonco.com/
mailto:john@richardwatsonco.com


PICTURE GALLERY 
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